CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

day. Again, the inquirer whose historical
perspective is undisturbed by ecclesiastical
considerations, will approach the subject
with somewhat different interests. He will
expect the comparison to provide him
with a clear view of the influence which
Christianity has exerted upon other religions
or has itself received from them : or he
may hope by comparing the general develop-
ment of special religious systems to gain a
clearer insight into the growth of Christian-
ity. Hence the object of such comparisons
is to trace the course of analogous develop-
ments and the interaction of influence and
so to increase the knowledge of religion in
general or of our own religion in particular.
A world-religion, such as Christianity, is
a highly complex structure and the evolu-
tion of such a system of belief is best under-
stood by examining a religion to which
we have not been bound by a thousand
ties from the earliest days of our lives. If
we take an alien religion as our subject of